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presented with the rectory of Welwyn. After producing the
Sea Pieces and the Foreign Address he seems to have decided,
with wisdom, that his talent did not lie in the direction of
'maritime odes'; and from 1741 onwards set to work on the
Night Thoughts, which gained him an international reputa-
tion. In 1746-7 his hopes of preferment to a bishopric were
raised, but not realised; the Duchess of Portland did her
best for him, but 'our Pope9 the Duke of Newcastle, to judge
from a letter of Young's*, apparently did not; and Exeter
was bestowed elsewhere.
In about 1748 he appointed a Miss Hallows as house-
keeper, the menage being ridiculed in The Card (by Kidgell,
one of Young's curates). In 1755 appeared his Centaur Not
Fabulous, and in 1759 his Conjectures on Original Composition,
addressed to his friend Samuel Richardson. His last poem,
Resignation, was published in 1762. His eyesight was now
failing, and Miss (or, to give her her brevet rank, Mrs.)
Hallows became more and more of a secretary. In 1764 he
wrote to Keate deploring Dodsley's death; and died himself
in the following April
Young, as a satirist and epigrammatist, is worth more
than mere acquaintance; to call him the best, or even the
only successful, Horatian satirist in the century is scarcely
exaggeration. The content of his Night Thoughts may be of
little value, and his attempts at the lyric ode futile; but in
The Night Thoughts there is the compensation of much epi-
grammatic skill, which is only surpassed in quality by that
of the Satires themselves,
^ * He writes, The Duke of Newcastle is our Pope. Ecclesias-
ticals are under his thumb5.